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MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD 
BENTON BAKER, PRESIDING OFFICER 

MINUTES 
THURSDAY, APRIL 07, 2005 

 
THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD CONVENED AT 12:07 PM ON 
THURSDAY APRIL 07, 2005, IN THE COMMISSIONERS COURT ROOM OF THE 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 301 NORTH 
THOMPSON,CONROE, TEXAS. 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER     TIME: 12:07 pm   
B. ROLL CALL 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Lt. Robert Green, Les French, Darin Bailey, Benton 
Baker, Ann Carr, Judge James Cates, Judge Jerry Winfree, Judge Lanny 
Moriarty, Stacey Mooring.______________________________________ 
 
Non-Board Members Present:  Cara Wood, Jan Avery, Paula Mooneyham
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:__Barbara Adamick, Judge Michael Mayes, Martha 
Gustavsen _______________________ 
 
QUOROM DECLARED YES__ 
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENT 

(Public must sign registration prior to the beginning of meeting in order 
to address the Board.  Comments are limited to 3 minutes per speaker) 

 
COMMENTS: THERE WERE NO PUBLIC COMMENTS_______________________ 
 

 
D. READ AND APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING HELD MARCH 3, 2005. 
 
Motion to approve the minutes was made by  Judge James Cates, with a second 
by Judge Lanny Moriarty. 
 
Motion carried to approve the minutes. 
      
E. TREASURER 

1. Review and if applicable accept Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Jan Avery presented the Treasurer’s Report in Martha Gustavsen’s absence. 
Collateral - $2,814,594.70, $185,327.95 collateral with no bonding value and a 
total of $ 43,176,217.50 bonding value.  The Texpool account as of March 31, 
2005 has a balance of $21,249.14 which reflects a withdrawal of $45,851.83 
that was deposited in the General Fund for Bail Bond expenses in 2004. 
There were no questions on the Treasurer’s report. Les French made a motion 
to accept the Treasurer’s report, and Lt. Robert Green seconded the motion.  
The motion passed. 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 
2. The updated License Surety list to be posted is dated April 8, 

2005.  A new License Expiration list is included in the board 
member’s books.   

 
Receipts of $1,000.00 for the month of March 2005 for license 
renewals along with the applications for the renewals.  The 
applications are being reviewed and processed and should be 
presented at the next meeting for the Board’s approval. 

 
Darin Bailey asked if the phone system had been changed at the jail as 
discussed during the last Board meeting with Sheriff Tommy Gage.  The 
Administrator had no knowledge of any changes to the phone system.  Cara 
Wood suggested that we place the phone system on the agenda for the next 
meeting.   
 
Darin Bailey made a motion to accept the Administrators Report, with a second 
by Judge James Cates. The motion passed. 

 
F. PRESIDING OFFICER: 
 

1. Review the findings of any discrepancies found in the d/b/a’s or 
assumed name certificates for All Day All Night Bail Bonds and 
Lagway’s Bail Bonds. 

 
All Day All Night Bail Bond had nothing wrong with their ads, the discrepancy 
lies with the D/B/A or assumed name on file with the County and the 
administrator being different than how they are advertising.  Jan Avery 
suggested to Jesse Real, Jr. when he came by the office that he should file  an 
assumed name certificate with the correct name and also file an abandonment 
of assumed name certificate of the incorrect name .  It was determined by the 
Board that this was a very curable situation and that no fraud or intentional 
deception had been intended or had occurred.  Jean Summers spoke for Jesse 
Real and assured the Board that Mr. Real was changing the assumed name 
certificate to reflect All Day All Night Bail Bonds.   
 
Ann Carr made the motion to give All Day All Night Bail Bonds until the next 
meeting May, 5, 2005 to correct the d/b/a, Les French seconded the motion 
and the motion passed. 
 
Eddie Lagway’s ad was addressed in the fact that the ad identified her son as 
an owner of the company.  It was determined that the son’s name should not 
be listed because it is confusing as to whom is the actual licensee.  
 
Judge James Cates suggested that the bondsmen come to the Administrator to 
let their ads be reviewed and approved for compliance.  Stacey Mooring 
suggested that the Board should look at the ads or proof of ads as well.  It was 
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also suggested that a future agenda item would be to amend the local rules on 
ads.  
 
Les French made the motion that the Board send a notice to Eddie Lagway 
explaining that her ads can reflect her as the owner, but her sons should be 
reflected as agents, sons, etc.  Darin Bailey seconded the motion and the 
motion passed. 
 
Hearing # 1  - The first hearing is on Byron Benton d/b/a ABC Bonding Co.  
Byron Benton was present and was represented by Dan Rice, his attorney.  Mr. 
Benton and his attorney acknowledged receiving  a copy of the procedures and 
they stated that there were no objections to the notice received. 
 
Jan Avery stated the allegations against ABC Bonding Company.  Behind Tab# 4 
the information received from Transwestern Publishing and specifically Item 2, 
4, 5 and 6 which were all purchased advertisements and were signed by Charles 
Benton.  The assumed name certificate is in the name of ABC Bonding Co.  Jan 
Avery made the notation that Transwestern stated that “Payless Bail Bonds” 
was not a name but a slogan for advertisement.  Charles Benton represented 
himself as the owner and an authorized signer on the account for the ads.  
 
 Mr. Rice’s response on the issue was that this was not an intentional or 
deceptive act, and that they were unable to get cooperation from 
Transwestern when inquiries were made on this matter.  He stated that the 
contract was signed by Charles Benton on November 4, 2004 and that Byron 
Benton was hospitalized with a heart attack on October 21, 2004 and 
hospitalized again on November 18, 2004.  He was seriously ill and not in the 
office for the rest of the year. Charles Benton signed only with the intention of 
helping and had no intent of wrongdoing or defraud.  He also noted that as 
stated at the last meeting Byron Benton had specifically sent a note to 
Transwestern that he was the only authorized person to sign for ABC Bonding 
Co.  Dan Rice apologized for any misconceptions or problems occurring from 
this. but stated once again that any of the ads that were incorrect were not 
signed for nor did they have the approval of Byron Benton.  Les French asked 
about other phone books, and Jan Avery stated that all the records and 
advertisements were correct in the Consolidated Communications phone book.  
Les French also stated that the ad was very confusing and it looked like 3 
different companies were advertised.   
 
It was asked what corrective measures would be taken by Byron Benton and 
ABC Bonding and Mr. Benton stated that they were not going to place any 
future ads in the Transwestern Publishing book.  Les French stated that it 
appeared to be an honest mistake and that the Board should require proof of 
the correction done in a timely fashion.  Dan Rice said that they would have 
the documents to us by the next meeting. Dan Rice apologized for any 
misconceptions or problems occurring from this but stated once again that any 
of the ads that were incorrect were not signed for nor did they have the 
approval of Byron Benton.  Les French asked about other phone books, and Jan 
Avery stated that all the records and advertisements were correct in the 
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Consolidated Communications phone book.  Les French also stated that the ad 
was very confusing and it looked like 3 different companies were advertised.  
The recourse was that the ad was not approved.  Stacey Mooring inquired as to 
why there were 2 different phone numbers and where do the numbers ring.  
Dan Rice stated once again that one was in an ad that was not approved.   
 
 Darin Bailey stated that it appeared there was no intent to mislead and that 
any future publications should reflect only the licensee and the correct name. 
Darin Bailey made the motion that Byron Benton would have 30 days to provide 
notice that the ads were being corrected and provide this to the Board.  Ann 
Carr seconded the motion.  Board members Stacey Mooring, Les French and 
Judge Lanny Moriarty voted against the motion; all other Board members voted 
in favor of the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
Hearing No. 2 – Daisy Real d/b/a Daisy’s Bail Bonds.   
Daisy Real stated that she had received the notice of the hearing from the 
Board.  Jan Avery stated that the information was behind Tab #5 on Daisy’s Bail 
Bonds.  The assumed name certificate is in the name of Daisy Bail Bonds.  Jan 
Avery suggested to Jesse Real, Jr. that they file an assumed name certificate 
for the correct name and also file an abandonment of the incorrect assumed 
name.  Also to be considered by the Board is the advertising that uses the name 
‘Daisy and Jesse Bail Bonds’.  The local rules state the manner to be used by 
the licensee in advertisements.  Daisy Real was asked if she placed this ad to 
defraud or mislead anyone.  Daisy Real stated that no she did not.  The fact 
that the ad contains two different phone numbers is not misleading because it 
it is in the same ad and is the same company. 
 
Darin Bailey made the motion that the Board should notify Daisy Real to correct 
any future advertisement, and that the future advertisement reflect only her 
name as owner or licensee.  Judge Cates suggested that the future ads be 
submitted to the administrator for review.  Stacey Mooring seconded the 
motion and the motion passed. 
 
Hearing # 3 – Bob Gold d/b/a AAAA Betterway Bail Bonds.   
Mr. Gold stated that he had received the notice and did not have any 
objections to the notice.   Jan Avery directed the Board members to go to 
Tab#6 and note that the assumed name certificate on file is AAAA Betterway 
Bail Bonds.  Items 1 and 5 are purchased advertisements and contain a space 
between ‘Better’ and ‘Way’.  Bob Gold addressed the issue with Consolidated 
Communications.  He said the proof department decided to separate the names 
thinking it was bad grammar the way it was.  Mr. Gold provided a copy of a 
letter from Consolidated where they acknowledged they had made an error.   
 
Mr. Gold stated that it is difficult to do business with Transwestern.  Mr. Gold 
was asked by a member of the Board if he was trying to mislead the public or 
trying to defraud in anyway.  Mr. Gold said he has an assumed name certificate 
on the company written both ways.  
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 The ad under “Bail Bond” with his company information was a free listing, and 
Mr. Gold he said he would turn down “free listings” in the future in order to 
avoid potential problems.  Les French made the motion that in the future Mr. 
Gold should make all the ads uniform, Ann Carr seconded the motion and the 
motion passed. 
 
At 1:10 p.m. Lt. Robert Green and Judge James Cates announced that they 
must leave the meeting.  A quorum was present, and the meeting continued. 
 
Hearing # 4 – Georgette Lucado – ASAP Bail Bonds.   
Ms. Lucado stated that she received the notice.  Jan Avery directed the Board 
to Tab# 7.  This advertisement was a free listing.  Georgette Lucado stated 
that on page 3 she has an ad and it is correct.  Ms. Lucado stated that the 
problem lies within Transwestern, and when she contacted them she was not 
able to obtain the information.  Jan Avery was able to obtain information  with 
subpoenas.   
 
Jan Avery, the Bail Bond Administrator, will contact Transwestern Publishing 
and explain that we are a regulatory Board in the County and would appreciate 
their cooperation.  The Texas Occupation Codes as well as the Montgomery 
County Bail Bond Local Rules must be adhered to by the bail bond companies in 
Montgomery County.  Jan Avery will provide a copy of the pertinent sections of 
the Occupations Code 1704 as well as the Local rules to Transwestern.  
 
 Les French made a motion that the Board passes on this matter, Darin Bailey 
seconded the motion and the motion passed.   
 
Presiding Officer Benton Baker stated that in all fairness there did not appear 
to be anything blatantly wrong being done by anyone, and we are making 
progress.  The industry is doing well and has come a long way. 
 
At the conclusion of the hearings, Ms. Paula Mooneyham was allowed to leave 
the meeting.  The Board expressed its gratitude for her time and expertise in 
recording the hearings. 
 
G. SURETY REPRESENTATIVE 

 
1. Bond Releases 

 
Les French made the comment that it took him 18 months to make it to the top 
of the list and because of a problem with the Clerk’s office or District 
Attorney’s office he was cut off from writing bonds over a 3 day weekend due 
to liability not being released in a timely manner.  Mr. French stated that 
Misdemeanors NISI’s that have been non-suited should be released.  Darin 
Bailey stated on Misdemeanors that if there is a judgment the county clerk can 
release the bonds,  but if there is not a judgment they can’t release.  On the 
felony side,  Stacey Mooring suggested that the Bond companies call him and he 
can check on it for them.  Georgette Lucado said that she has in the past 
obtained a dismissal from the court and then would take it or fax it over and 



 

Page 6 of 6 

still could not get a release.  Cara Wood stated that the Occupations Code 
gives a county officer or an employee designated by the Bail Bond Board the 
responsibility to maintain for each licensee the total amount of the current bail 
bond liability of the Bond companies.  
 
At 1:35 p.m. Judge Lanny Moriarty and Judge Jerry Winfree announced that 
they must leave the meeting.  A quorum was present, and the meeting 
continued. 
 
 Les French stated that the Bond companies are cut off because the statute 
does not allow an overdraft and they can not obtain a release in a timely 
manner.  Many times they can not obtain a signature by the judge.   
It was stated that we should put on the agenda for the next month to ask 
Barbara Adamick, District Clerk how we can get liability released in a more 
timely manner.   
 
Les French said they would like the issue of out of county bonds addressed.  
Darin Bailey stated that the clerk has no authority to do anything on a case for 
another county.  These are on the list so that Bond companies can keep up with 
all the Bonds written. 
 
 The statute only allows security to be posted with the county treasurer.  The 
statute doe not provide for posting other than during normal working hours, 
there is no after hour posting.  Les French said once again it goes back to the 
issue being resolved if the hold on liability is removed in a timely fashion. 
 
The motion by Darin Bailey to adjourn, Les French seconded and the motion 
passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:41 p.m. 
 
 
  


